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In many of the onsite workshops we teach, someone
will have a question about a particular word or phrase
and its usage. For instance, some participants will say
that they dislike the word “that” and discourage its
use, while others suggest that a writer “can’t” begin a
sentence with “and” or “but” and that “because”
should "never" be used. All of this is, of course,
baseless, as words and phrases in and of themselves
are neither good nor bad.

Higher level, or critical, thinking about our writing
means focusing instead on including only words that
add value; that is, words that are essential to creating
meaning. If we can delete words and the sentence
has the same meaning, then those words probably
add little or no value.Some good examples of this are

e "in order to" ("to" is a better choice)

e "due to the fact that" (because, since)

e "at this moment in time" (now)

* "merge/combine together" (combine or merge)
e "prior experience" ("experience")

® "in conjunction with" (and)

There are many more examples; however, the point is
this: ask yourself

e Does every word add value?

If it doesn't, consider deleting it. Eliminating words
that add no value can make your writing more
concise, precise, and succinct, and all of us would
agree that that's a good thing!
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Exclusively for our
Newsletter Subscribers! Free
tools you can use to ensure
you're using only value-added
words: www.fightthebull.com
www.unsuck-it.com
www.dailywritingtips.com

Online Corporate Training! If
you have multiple people within
your organization who need
online writing training, you're in
luck! Hurley Write is now
licensing its online courses!

Video Writing Tips! Soon we'll
be offering video writing tips
delivered directly to your
computer! Contact us for more
information!

Word of the Day Added to
Our Site. We've added a link
to our website that provides a
new word every day! Now you
can bedazzle your friends and
family with your ever-expanding
vocabulary! Click here.

Read our blog for more
writing tips and news!

Request copies of past
newsletters!
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